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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1 -4, 8, 9, 1 2-1 5, and 20-26 in the 
reply filed on 12/05/2008 is acknowledged. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 1-3, 8, 9, 13, 14, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nishiguchi et al. (US 6,046,040) in view of Huang et al. (Adv. Synth. 
Catal. 343 (6-7), 2001, 675-681) with evidential support from Dai ("Intelligent 
Macromolecules for Smart Devices" published by Springer 2003). 
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5. Regarding the limitations set forth in these claims, Nishiguchi et al. (Nishiguchi, 
hereafter) teaches a water-soluble polymer compound similar to the compound recited 
in claims 1 and 8-9 except for the content of the (meth)acrylic acid residue (see, for 
example, the species in reference example 13 in col. 23). The polymer to which the 
sugar-containing amino acid residue is attached to via a linker comprises any polymer 
or copolymer that is soluble in aqueous media (col. 6-7, bridging paragraph) and 
includes copolymers of (meth)acrylic acid, (meth)acrylamide, and other vinyl monomers. 
The linker is attached to the water-soluble polymer via the acrylamide repeating units, 
not acrylic acid repeating units (col. 10; col. 18, reference example 5; col. 19-20, 1 st and 
3 rd formulae; col. 21-22, 2 nd formula; col. 23-28). Corresponding to claims 13-14, the 
disclosed compound has cleavable linkage in the linker that can be cleaved by a- 
chymotrypsin or ceramide glycanase (col. 7, lines 15-33). The compound is used as a 
primer in glycoconjugate synthesis. 

6. Clearly, Nishiguchi teaches all the limitations set forth in these claims but fails to 
specify a content of (meth)acrvlic acid in the water-soluble copolymers. 

7. Huang et al. (Huang, hereafter) teaches homogeneous enzymatic synthesis 
using a thermo-responsive water-soluble polymer support. The study is particularly 
directed to enzymatic glycosylation using a primer having a mono- or oligo-saccharide 
residue attached to a thermo-responsive polymer via a linker (Scheme 1 on page 677). 
The thermo-responsive polymer comprises N-isopropylacrylamide, acrylic acid, with or 
without N-tert-butylacrylamide (Figure 1 on page 676). Depending on the proportions of 
the monomers, the thermo-responsive polymers possess different lower critical solution 
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temperatures (LCST). All things being equal, an increase in the content of acrylic acid in 
a copolymer tends to increase the LCST of the copolymer as shown in polymers A and 
B (Figure 1 , page 676). The study is an attempt to correlate the LCST of the thermo- 
responsive polymer with (1 ) the efficiency of the enzymatic synthesis, (2) the ease of 
product separation and purification, and (3) the recyclability of the catalytic system. 
[Motivations] Accordingly, the followings are taught: (A) if the polymer is not soluble 
during the glycosylation, potential complications such as low reactivity, non-linear 
kinetics, stereochemical complexity, and analytical difficulty tend to occur (Introduction); 
(B) if the polymer is soluble during the glycosylation, the composition of the polymer can 
be manipulated to change its LCST so as to (a) increase the efficiency of the 
glycosylation and (b) enable facile isolation of the products as well as facilitate the 
recyclability of the catalytic system (p. 676). 

8. It is well known in the art that in a thermo-responsive copolymer such as random 
copolymer of N-isopropylacrylamide (NIPAM) and acrylic acid (AA), increasing the 
content of the acrylic acid will increase the LCST of the copolymer. (See, Dai, page 90). 
Thus, if an intended enzymatic reaction is done at, say 37°C, a copolymer of NIPAM 
and AA having less than 20 mol% of AA would have LCST lower than 37°C (i.e., it is 
insoluble at that temperature) and it is therefore not beneficial to the reaction. 

9. From the teachings of Huang and considering that Nishiguchi needs a polymer 
that is soluble during the enzymatic reaction, and since the temperature at which sugar- 
transfer enzymes are active includes temperatures greater than 37°C, it would have 
been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made to have modified the compound taught by Nishiguchi by employing, as support 
polymer, copolymers of acrylic acid and acrylamide derivatives having different contents 
of acrylic acid so that the copolymers have different LCST's and are suitable for a wide 
range of glycosyltransferases-catalyzed reactions. That is, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would realize from the teachings of Huang that, when the activity of an enzyme is such 
that the reaction is best carried out at a relatively high temperature, a support polymer 
having a high content of acrylic acid (i.e., having a high LCST) is more suitable since it 
is more likely to be soluble in the reaction medium at the reaction temperature. 

1 0. Claims 1 -3, 1 2-1 5, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nishiguchi et al. (JP 2001-220399 A) in view of Huang et al. (Adv. 
Synth. Catal. 343 (6-7), 2001, 675-681) with evidential support from Dai ("Intelligent 
Macromolecules for Smart Devices" published by Springer 2003). 

1 1 . Regarding the limitations set forth in these claims, Nishiguchi et al. ('399, 
hereafter) teaches a polymer carrier having monosaccharide residues connected to 
protease-uncleavable peptide residues (A), which are connected to protease-cleavable 
amino acid residues or peptide residues (B), which are attached to a polymer (D) via a 
linker (C), which has 1-20 methylene units (Claim 1). The peptide (A) comprises 2-30 
amino acids (Claim 2). The polymer (D) comprises copolymers of vinyl compounds such 
as (meth)acrylamides, (meth)acrylic acids, styrene, and fatty acid vinyl ester (Claim 6). 
The linker (C) is bonded to the polymer (D) via acrylamide repeating units (Claim 8). 
The polymer carrier is used for glycoconjugate synthesis (Claims 13-16). The resulting 
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glycoconjugate can be released from the carrier polymer by cleaving a linkage in (B) 
with a specific protease or by hydrolysis with a-chymotrypsin (Claims 19-20). The 
polymer (D) is preferably water-soluble [0031]. 

12. Clearly, '399 teaches all the limitations set forth in these claims but fails to 
specify a content of (meth)acrylic acid in the water-soluble copolymers. 

13. Huang teaches homogeneous enzymatic synthesis using a thermo-responsive 
water-soluble polymer support as discussed above. For the reasons set forth in 
paragraphs 7-9 above, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the polymer carrier taught 
by '399 by employing, as support polymer, copolymers of acrylic acid and acrylamide 
derivatives having different contents of acrylic acid so that the copolymers have different 
LCST's and are suitable for a wide range of glycosyltransferases-catalyzed reactions. 

14. Claims 1-4, 8-9, 13-14, and 20-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yamada et al. (Carbohydrate Research 305 (1998), 443-461) in view 
of Huang et al. (Adv. Synth. Catal. 343 (6-7), 2001, 675-681) with evidential support 
from Dalkas et al. (Polymer 47 (2006) 243-248). 

15. Regarding the limitations set forth in these claims, Yamada et al. (Yamada, 
hereafter) teaches high performance polymer supports (primers) for enzyme-assisted 
synthesis of glycoconjugates and a method of preparation thereof. Except for an 
absence of (meth)acrylic acid, the disclosed supports and the disclosed method are 
similar to the claimed compound and the claimed method (Figure 1; Schemes 1-3). The 
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resulting glycoconjugate is released from the support by cleaving the linker by 
hydrogenolysis, hydrolysis with a-chymotrypsin, or transglycosylation using ceramide 
glycanase (Abstract). The supports of the primers comprise water-soluble 
polyacrylamide copolymer (Scheme 3, compound 20). The followings are noted: 
monomer (3) (Figure 1) corresponds to the compound in claims 8-9, and monomer (1) 
(Figure 1 ) corresponds to the monomer of claims 21-23. The methods of claims 25 and 
26 are taught using hydrogen-sensitive primer (i.e., cleavable by hydrogenolysis), o> 
chymotrypsin-sensitive primer (i.e., cleavable by a-chymotrypsin), and primer cleavable 
by ceramide glycanase (page 444, right column; page 446; page 451 , section C). It is 
also disclosed that "enzymatic extension of the carbohydrate chains on water-soluble 
polymer with flexible anchors has advantages of facilitating efficient separation of the 
products form the reactants, and permitting high reactivity" (p. 444, section 2, 3 rd 
sentence). 

16. Clearly, Yamada teaches all the limitations set forth in these claims but fails to 
teach a support polymer having the recited content of (meth)acrvlic acid. 

17. Huang teaches homogeneous enzymatic synthesis using a thermo-responsive 
water-soluble polymer support as discussed in paragraph 7 above. It is to be reiterated 
that Huang is directed to carrier polymers having different LCST so that, for a selected 
glycoconjugate synthesis using a specific glycosyltransferase, an appropriate carrier 
polymer can be selected such that the whole primer is soluble at the reaction 
temperature and the final product can be isolated easily by increasing the temperature 
above the LCST (and thereby precipitating the primer). The polymer is based on NIPAM 
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and the LCST is changed by incorporating different content of acrylic acid and N-tert- 
butylacrylamide. 

18. It is well known in the art that, unlike homopolymer of NIPAM, homopolymer of 
acrylamide is not thermo-responsive and is highly soluble in water (Dalkas et al. page 
244, section 3.1). Accordingly, one skilled in the art would realize that the primer taught 
by Yamada has an important drawback in that, even though the primer is designed to 
facilitate "efficient separation of the products from the reactants," the use of only 
acrylamide does not work toward that end since the separation can not be achieved 
simply by changing the temperature to precipitate either the products or the reactants. 

1 9. In light of the teachings by Huang, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the polymer 
supports taught by Yamada by employing copolymers of NIPAM and AA having 
different contents of AA so that the primers are soluble at the reaction temperatures 
(i.e., the efficiency of the corresponding glycoconjugate synthesis is enhanced) and the 
separation of the products from the reactants can be carried out simply by increasing 
the temperature above the LCST of said support polymer to precipitate the primer. 
Since some of the glycoconjugate synthesis reactions taught by Yamada are done at 
37°C (p. 455, 1 st section), one skilled the art would be motivated to prepare and use 
NIPAM-AA copolymers having greater than 20 mol% of AA since these polymers are 
more likely to have LCST greater than 37°C. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vu Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)270-5454. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00 (Alternating Friday Off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wu can be reached on 571-272-1 114. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Vu Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1796 

/David Wu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1796 



